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I am because you are. This is how we catch creation. 

This is how we have started every day of rehearsal the last few 
weeks, inspired by the Southern African Ubuntu philosophy 
that acknowledges our interdependence and need for each 
other as humanity, and the collaborative and interconnected 
nature of how we create and why we continue to create as 
artists.

I loved this play from the first time I read it. It fuelled me with 
hope and joy at a time when I felt hopeless, dealing with the 
post pandemic challenges that many of us have faced in the 
shifting social and economic landscape of our city.

The characters in this play are relentless and free in their 
pursuit of art, creativity and possibility, in spite of the 
challenges. They pursue their desires and intersect in messy, 
fluid and complicated ways that span time and generations.

The themes of Black feminism at the centre of the piece are 
unique and exciting in ways I haven’t seen quite explored on 
stage before.

I hope you catch creation watching this play. I hope you 
leave celebrating the artist within you and around you. I 
hope this play leaves you thinking about legacy and impact 
and the relationships and pieces of ourselves we want to be 
remembered after we are gone.

Mumbi Tindyebwa Otu 
Director, How To Catch Creation

I feel Black women, specifically, have  
a history of being erased in terms of their 
literary contributions... so I think the most 
important part is to keep these women’s 
voices alive and active and circulating” 
— �Christina Anderson on why she wrote How to Catch Creation

Front Cover: Pictured: Khadijah Roberts-Abdullah, Photo by Dahlia Katz. 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
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Running Time: Approximately 2 hours, 40 minutes, with intermission

Cast

Amanda Cordner 
Tami

Shakura Dickson 
Natalie

Daren A. Herbert 
Griffin

Germaine Konji 
Riley 
(and rap lyric contributor)

Danté Prince 
Stokes

Khadijah Roberts-Abdullah 
G.K Marche

Creative Team

Christina Anderson 
Playwright

Mumbi Tindyebwa Otu 
Director

Teresa Przybylski** 
Set Designer

Ming Wong 黄慧明** 
Costume Designer

Andre du Toit** 
Lighting Designer

Heidi Wai-Yee Chan** 
Sound Designer

Lisa Karen Cox 
Intimacy Director

Esie Mensah 
Movement Director

Laura Baxter 
Stage Manager 

Frank/ie 
Assistant Stage Manager

Abigail Whitney* 
Apprentice Director

Ghislan Sutherland-Timm* 
Apprentice Set Designer (and 
additional props design)

Nála Simone Lendor* 
Apprentice  
Costume Designer 

Stephon Smith* 
Apprentice Sound Designer 
(rap lyrics and additional 
sound design)

Production Team

Andy DeVries 
Head Carpenter

Bill Stahl 
1st Carpenter

Paul Boddum 
Head Scenic Artist

Arielle White 
Scenic Artist

Allison Floroff 
Scenic Artist

Lisa Nighswander 
Head of Props

Greg Chambers 
Props Builder/Buyer

Ellie Koffman 
Head of Wardrobe

Claudia Matas 
Assistant Head of Wardrobe

Laura Delchiaro 
Cutter

Erin Halls 
Stitcher

Jacqueline Robertson-Cull 
Head of Wigs

Irene Ly 
Dresser

David Mallette 
Lighting Operator

Jason Shindle 
Audio Operator

Soulpepper Theatre, Obsidian Theatre, 
and Nightwood Theatre are members of 
the Professional Association of Canadian 
Theatres and engage professional artists 
who are members of Canadian Actors’ Equity 
Association under the terms of the jointly 
negotiated Canadian Theatre Agreement. 

**Indicated designers on this 
production are represented by 
the Associated Designers of 
Canada, Local ADC659.

*Young, Gifted, and Black (YGB) Apprentices:  
Obsidian Theatre’s training program for artists in non-performance disciplines.

CAST & CREATIVE TEAM
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CHRISTINA ANDERSON’s plays include: the ripple, the wave 
that carried me home, How to Catch Creation, and pen/man/
ship. Her work has been produced across the country including 
theaters such as Berkeley Rep, Goodman Theatre, Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, Portland Center Stage, and Yale Rep. A 
Tony nominated writer for Outstanding Book of a Broadway 
musical, Anderson has received the Steinberg/ATCA New Play 
Award, the Horton Foote Prize, and the United States Artists 
Fellowship, among many other honors. She is the author of 
Three Plays by Christina Anderson, a collection of her work 
published by Tripwire Harlot Press. Education: Brown University 
and Yale School of Drama. She’s taught playwriting at Rutgers 
University, SUNY Purchase, Wesleyan University, Brown, and 
YSD. Since 2019, she’s also been exploring music production 
under the moniker Purely Magenta, creating hip-hop 
instrumentals that reflect her inquisitive spirit. Current writing 
project: a book that explores playwriting as an accessible 
artistic life practice.

LAURA BAXTER has had the pleasure of stage managing for 
theatres across the country and around Toronto, including 
Buddies in Bad Times, Soulpepper Theatre, Obsidian Theatre, 
Nightwood, YPT, Factory Theatre, Canadian Stage, Studio 180, 
Dance Immersion, Tarragon Theatre, Cahoots, Theatre Passe 
Muraille, Blyth Festival, Caravan Farm Theatre, and others.  
Thank you to my wife Shawn and our child Amari for your 
unconditional love and support.

HEIDI WAI-YEE CHAN creates music and sound for theatre, 
dance, and other media. She plays Japanese and Chinese 
bamboo flutes, percussion, synthesizers, and occasionally 
 the ukulele. When not working in theatre, Heidi performs  
as a member of Japanese folk ensemble ten ten. Heidi has 
worked as a film sound editor and foley artist in Hong Kong, 
and has toured with UK’s Shakespeare’s Globe as a live  
multi-instrumentalist.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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AMANDA CORDNER is an electrifying, award-winning theatre 
artist known for fearless transformation, physical command, and 
emotional precision. Actor, clown, and creator, Amanda builds 
work that is bold, intimate, and impossible to ignore. A Dora 
Mavor Moore Award winner for portraying 14 characters in Snow 
White at Young People’s Theatre, they have been named one 
of Canada’s Top Ten Theatre Artists and continue to shape the 
country’s contemporary stage.

Internationally, Amanda has performed as solo actor/narrator  
with the renowned Baroque orchestra Tafelmusik in The Gull, 
 the Raccoon & the Last Maple. They are widely recognized for 
their breakout, award-nominated performance as 7ven on  
CBC/HBO Max’s Sort Of, bringing that same dynamism to screen 
work including The Expanse, The Baroness von Sketch Show,  
and Slo Pitch.

How to Catch Creation marks their debut with Obsidian Theatre 
Company, Soulpepper, and Nightwood Theatre.

LISA KAREN COX is an Intimacy Director, Movement Director 
and Director dedicated to the intersection of truth, physical 
storytelling and intimacy. With a career spanning over two 
decades, she crafts bold, physically charged narratives that 
prioritize both artistic excellence and actor agency.

As an specialist in intimacy and movement, Lisa brings a rare 
precision to the stage, navigating complex character dynamics 
with a focus on actor agency, consent, and embodied narrative 
clarity. Her work is defined by its ability to translate deep internal 
stakes and story into visceral, embodied action, ensuring that 
every movement serves the narrative while maintaining a brave, 
safe and professional creative environment.

Lisa’s raw and sophisticated approach has been felt at many of 
the country’s leading artistic institutions, including past work 
with Obsidian Theatre (How to Catch Creation [with Nightwood/
Soulpepper], Flex [with Crow’s], and 21 Black Futures), 
Nightwood Theatre (Now You See Her, Bear with Me, and 
Enormity) and Soulpepper (Table for Two, 1851: Spirit & Voice, 
and Strange Loop).

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES

SHAKURA DICKSON is a Dora – Nominated artist based in Toronto. 
Theatre Credits Include: Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, I Am William, 
Freedom Cabaret (Stratford Festival); A Streetcar Named Desire, 
Bad Hats’ Alice in Wonderland, ‘da Kink in My Hair, Billie, Sarah, 
& Ella (Soulpepper); Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar & Grill (Theatre 
Calgary); Dear Evan Hansen (Mirvish); Jerusalem (Outside the 
March/Crow’s Theatre); Trout Stanley (Factory Theatre); Light, Girls 
Like That (Tarragon Theatre); Other Side of the Game (Obsidian/
Cahoots); Treasure Island (Solar Stage). She also appears in: 
Grand Army (Netflix), Private Eyes (Global TV), Coroner (CBC).

ANDRE DU TOIT is a lighting designer for live performance  
based in Toronto, although his designs have been seen across 
Canada and beyond. He has received five Dora Mavor Moore 
Awards for Outstanding Lighting Design. Credits Include: You, 
Always, Fat Ham, Maanomaa, My Brother (Canadian Stage);  
Public Consumption, HONEY I’M HOME (Lester Trips); CHILD-ish, 
Harlem Duet (Tarragon Theatre); Takwahiminana (Punctuate 
Theatre); A Public Display of Affection (Studio 180); Last 
Landscape, Italian Mime Suicide (Bad New Days); To A Flame, 
Qalb, Lady M (1S1 Theatre); Three Sisters, A Delicate Balance, 
Vimy, The 39 Steps (Soulpepper); Universal Child Care, Now You 
See Her, Mouthpiece (Quote Unquote); Here Lies Henry (Factory 
Theatre); Prince Hamlet, What You Won’t Do For Love, (Why Not 
Theatre); speaking of sneaking (Buddies in Bad Times); R+J 
(Stratford Festival of Canada).

FRANK/IE is a trans, queer, white settler who grew up on 
Treaty 6 land and now calls Tkaronto home.



7

DAREN A. HERBERT is a Bermudian Canadian artist whose love  
for acting continues to grow. He is a multiple Dora Award and  
Toronto Theatre Critics Award winner, a Los Angeles Drama Critics 
Circle Award winner and a NAACP Theatre Award Nominee. Daren 
also received the Earl Cameron Award, recognizing his achievements 
in theatre, film and television, from the Bermuda Arts Council in 
2022. Daren is one of the founding members of the Gracemoon 
Arts Company. For over a decade, he has been training with a 
gifted ensemble under the mentorship of Michèle Lonsdale•Smith. 
Daren serves as a member of the Sheridan College Music Theatre 
Performance PAC and is a past board member of the Musical Stage 
Co. He earned his MFA in Drama from the University of California, 
Irvine and a BFA in Theatre Arts from The University of the Arts,  
in Philadelphia.

GERMAINE KONJI is a Kenyan-Canadian director, actor, singer 
and writer. Born in Kenya and raised in Canada, Germaine’s work 
is rooted in community and storytelling as a means of survival, 
resistance, and joy. Most recently, Germaine assistant directed a 
profoundly affectionate, passionate devotion to someone (-noun) 
(Tarragon/ Obsidian) as well as directed Obsidian’s inaugural Black 
Queer Voices spotlight. Germaine is a 2020 Syd & Shirley Banks Prize 
recipient, a four time Dora award nominee, and one of six performers 
recognized as a Breakthrough Toronto Stage Artist of 2022.

ESIE MENSAH is an award-winning choreographer, director, dancer, 
educator, and TEDx speaker, whose work spans dance, theatre, 
opera, and film/TV. She has collaborated with Rihanna, Drake, Nelly 
Furtado, Kenny Ortega, and clients like Canada’s Got Talent, Holt 
Renfrew, Deloitte, and the Toronto Raptors. Her work has toured 
nationally and internationally. Theatre credits include choreography 
for Soulpepper, Obsidian, Shaw Festival, Stratford Festival and 
directing Serving Elizabeth at Theatre Aquarius. She choreographed 
Scott Joplin’s opera Treemonisha: A Musical Reimagining and was 
Artist in Residence at Fall for Dance North in October 2025 and 
debuted her most ambitious production ZAYO which debuted in 
Toronto and in Milan, Italy.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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DANTÉ PRINCE is an Artist born and raised in Scarborough, 
Ontario. He self describes as having an obsession with the craft of 
storytelling. Committing himself to refine his discipline. To be the 
best Actor, Playwright, or whatever else he can be. He feels very 
grateful to have been able to do this as a career. Living out long 
time dreams that even he didn’t know were there. And he hopes to 
eventually be able to share his art with everyone reading this.

TERESA PRZYBYLSKI is an architect and a theatre designer.  
She is known for her designs in theatre, opera, dance and film. 
Her credits include designs for National Arts Centre, Stratford 
Shakespeare Festival, Shaw Festival, Canadian Opera Company, 
Opera Theatre of St. Louis, Pacific Opera, Young Peoples Theatre, 
Tarragon Theatre, Factory Theatre, Nightwood Theatre, Canadian 
Stage and others. Her work in theatre was awarded with five 
Dora Mavor Moore Awards and seventeen Nominations. She is a 
recipient of two Gemini Awards for Film and Television Production 
Design : Don Giovanni Unmasked, Stormy Weather, (Producer: 
Rhombus Media) She is a member of the Royal Canadian Academy 
of Arts and Associated Designers of Canada.

KHADIJAH ROBERTS-ABDULLAH is a Toronto based actor,writer,  
and director. Living her life at a multitude of intersections, 
Khadijah’s work is motivated by a pursuit of artistic expression 
that aims to challenge understandings of visibility and inclusivity. 
Whether working alongside like-minded artists or producing  
work through her multimedia company, 2Skins Entertainment, 
Khadijah always strives to create art that amplifies the voices  
of those who exist in the margins of our society.

ACTING AND ARTISTIC BIOGR APHIES
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MUMBI TINDYEBWA OTU is a Kenyan-Ugandan-Canadian  
theatre director and current Artistic Director of Obsidian Theatre, 
Canada’s leading creator for Black Art as well as Founder/ 
Artistic director for the experimental theatre company IFT  
(It’s A Freedom Thing Theatre) Theatre.

Recent directing credits, include FLEX (Obsidian/Crows)  
Three Sisters (Obsidian/Soulpepper), Is God Is (Obsidian/ 
anadian Stage/Necessary Angel), 21 Black Futures (Obsidian/ 
CBC Arts), Trout Stanley (Factory Theatre), Sizwe Banzi is Dead,  
The Brothers Size, Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (Soulpepper Theatre), 
Post Democracy, A profoundly affectionate (Tarragon Theatre) 
amongst others. 

Mumbi is also the recipient of many awards including a Canadian 
Screen Award, a Dora Award, a Toronto Theatre Critics Award,  
a Pauline McGibbon Award and a Mallory Gilbert Protege Award.

MING WONG 黄慧明 is a Toronto based costume designer working 
in musical theatre, theatre, dance, opera, film, and television for 
over 15 years. Her work spans from period and contemporary to the 
unusual and unconventional. Most recent work includes Natasha, 
Pierre, & The Great Comet of 1812 for Mirvish Productions/Crow’s, 
Wait Until Dark for Shaw Festival, and the current Soulpepper/Adam 
Blanshay/Pemberley US Tour of Kim’s Convenience. She is a graduate 
from the Ontario College of Art & Design.
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SOULPEPPER ACADEMY

MEDIA AND IN-KIND SPONSORS

CORPORATE & PROGRAM SPONSORS

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

The Norman & Margaret 
Jewison Charitable Foundation

Robin Cardozo  
& Jeff Richardson

MUSIC  
SPONSOR

LEAD SEASON  
SUPPORTER

MAJOR INDIVIDUAL  
SUPPORT

MAJOR FOUNDATION 
SUPPORT

The Joan & Clifford  
Hatch Foundation

Ray Ferris 
Springboard Fund

Thank you to our supporters: Anonymous, Vanessa Morgan and Steve Wolf, Kathleen and Bill Troost,  
Deb Barrett and Jim Leech, Victor and Maureen Dodig, Dave Friesema and Sanyo Lue-Kim, Kevin  
and Roger Garland, C.M., Sonny Goldstein and Dr. Betty Rozendaal, Melissa Kennedy, Sanjay Nakra and 
Deepa Daryanani, James O’Sullivan and Lucie Vallée, Karrin Powys-Lybbe and Chris von Boetticher,  
and many more. 

Gordon & Ruth Gooder  
Charitable Foundation

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS — WE GR ATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING:
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CORPORATE &  
FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS 
$200,000+
The Slaight Family Foundation*
The Catherine & Maxwell  
	 Meighen Foundation 

$75,000 -$124,999
BMO Financial Group*
CIBC*
George Cedric Metcalf  
	 Charitable Foundation
RBC Foundation*
Scotia Wealth Management*
Sun Life Financial*
TD Bank Group*

$25,000 -$74,999
Canada Life*
The Keg Spirit Foundation
Kingfisher Foundation 
Lindy Green Family Foundation 
The William &Nona Heaslip 
	 Foundation
Power Corporation of Canada
Ray Ferris Springboard Fund 
The Sabourin Family Foundation 
Polar Foundation

$10,000 -$24,999
The Joan & Clifford Hatch 		
	 Foundation*
The McLean Foundation
Middlefield Resource Funds*
Paul Barber Foundation
The Sabourin Family Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation
The Browning Watt Foundation*
Distillery Restaurant Corporation
The Henry White Kinnear 
	 Foundation*
The Norman & Margaret Jewison 
Foundation*
Pitblado Family Foundation*
Mason Law
Moez & Marissa Kassam  
	 Equity Fund
Morgan Meighen & Associates*
Torkin Manes LLP
The William & Nona Heaslip 
Foundation

Up to $4,999 
Balfour Bowen Family 		
	 Foundation*
Geist Family Foundation*
Jackman Foundation*
John Family Fund
Philip Fox Fund
The Racioppo Family Foundation
The Nick & Lynn Ross  
	 Charitable Foundation*
The Kit Skelly Foundation

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS 

MAJOR GIFTS
Anonymous 
Vanessa Morgan & Steve Wolf* 
Sylvia Soyka*
Kathleen & Bill Troost* 

ARTISTIC DIRECTORʼS CIRCLE  
Deb Barrett & Jim Leech*
Robin Cardozo 
	 & Jeff Richardson*
Victor & Maureen Dodig*
Dave Friesema & Sanyo Lue-Kim
Kevin & Roger Garland, C.M.*
Sonny Goldstein  
	 & Dr. Betty Rozendaal
Melissa Kennedy
Sanjay Nakra & Deepa Daryanani
James O'Sullivan
	 & Lucie Vallée
Karrin Powys-Lybbe  
	 & Chris von Boetticher*

SOUL CIRCLE 
Marilyn & Charles Baillie*
Hugh Furneaux*
James D. Fleck, C.C.
Robert Foster, C.M. 
	 & Julia Foster, C.M.
Dana Lafarga
Karey Lunau
Bill Morneau & Nancy McCain
Sandra Pitblado, C.M. 
	 & Jim Pitblado, C.M.

HEART & SOUL 
Rob & Teresa Brouwer*
David Brown*
Melissa Clarke & Tom Lederer
Beverley Flynn
Robin Heintzman  
	 & Gordon Currie* 
Judith John
Kiessling/Isaak Family* 
Gerald Lunz & Rick Mercer 

DONORS
 
Soulpepper is very grateful to all of the individuals, corporations, foundations, and government  
agencies who contribute to its continued growth and success.  
 
Donor support allows Soulpepper to offer employment to artists, to cultivate an environment  
of creation and exploration, and to enrich the community with great theatre. 
 
The generosity of our many supporters makes everything we do at Soulpepper possible. 
 
TO MAKE A DONATION  
VISIT: soulpepper.ca/donate  CALL: 416 203 6264 x188  EMAIL: development@soulpepper.ca

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS
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Sheena Macdonald  
	 & Phil Schmitt*
Luke McCain
Maja Neable
The Pat & Tony Adams Freedom 
Fund For The Arts
Mazi Raz
Aaron Sanderson  
	 & Kevin Keystone
Helen Sinclair
Martha Tory
Cindy Tripp
Alan Walker*
Sally Wright & Gavin MacKenzie*

CURTAIN CLUB 
Anonymous (2)
Elspeth Bowler*
Nicholas Chambers
John Chang & Elizabeth Lasserre
Shawn Cooper
David & Yvonne Fleck
Mark & Catherine Graham
Mary Hallward
Shira Hart
Kent James
Jalye Mengesha  
	 & Meselu Gebrehiwot
Christopher Lee  
	 & Paula Mosbrucker
Ian and Dorothy Macdonald
Daniel McCarthy*
Anil Mohan
Gordon & Elaine Pitts*
Alicia Rose
Almos Tassonyi
	 & Maureen Simpson

BENEFACTOR 
Anonymous
Robin Alter & Martin Yaffe 
Gideon Arthurs & Erin Sheilds+

Lisa Balfour-Bowen
Sarah Bay-Cheng
Michelle Beveridge+

Helen Burstyn, C.M.
Martha & George Butterfield*
Karen Cheah*
Jane & Bob Clapp
Rita & Mark Daniel*
Richard Di Gioacchio

Denise Donlon*
Charmain Emerson
Russell & Carol Finch*
Martha Fisher
Steve & Mariann Geist
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes*
Jamie Goad
Sari Goldenberg*
Michael Griffiths
Paul & Vicki Hand*
Rob Harper*
Vic & Marion Hepburn
Ellen Hill
Mohamed Khaki
Elaine Kierans 
	 & Shawn McReynolds*
Shelley Kirkbride
Raj & Shaila Kothari*
Ian & Dorothy Macdonald*
Robert Mason
Kit & Barbara Moore
Ed & Cindy Nowina*
Jason Oordg
Ann Savege*
Andrew Scriver
Ivor & Renee Simmons*
Jennifer & Greg Thompson
Sunanda Vaidheesh
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee*
Daniel Weinzweig
Joan & Robert Weppler
Greg Wilkie
Jan Wong

FRIEND 
Lynn & David Abernethy
Abiola Akinyemi
Kerri Anderson
Jay Armitage
Tyler Atkinson
Wendy Balfour
Carol Barber
Guy Beaudin
Neil Betteridge
Katherine Bishop
Theresa Boyle*
Mary Lou Brock*
Graham Brunke*
Chris Bryne & Anda Whiting
Helena Bzonkova*
Margaret Anne Cain
Alberta G. Cefis

Claudia Colas
Wendy Cole
Gayle Corcoran
Catherine Cornell & Declan Lane*
Susan Coyne
David Craig  
	 & Donna Piccinin-Craig
Joan Cranston*
Carol Dalgado
Lindsay Davidson
Shirley Dawe
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar*
Steven D. Donohoe*
Laura Drake
Debbie Dumaresq
Wendy Evans & Chris Elson
John & Shari Ezyk
Beth Fanjoy
Steven Farber
Lee Ferrier
Bill & Rosemary Fillmore
Barbara Fingerote*
Neil Foster
David & Margaret Fox-Revett
Donald Fraser & Judythe Little
Linda Galen & William Draper
Ted Garrard
Kamala Jean Gopie
Doreen Gryfe*
Sarika Gundu
Eva Haggerty
Anne & William Harker*
Susan Helwig
Lawrence & Beatrice Herman*
Paul Hickey
Joe Hoja
Richard Horner*
Naomi & Sandy Horodezky*
Clive Houseman
Larry Hughsam
Kishwar Iqbal
Alison Janzen
Rayna Jolley
Barry & Cathy Joslin
Dagmar Kanzle
Soussanna Karas
Marcia & Paul Kavanagh*
Olanre Kayode
Robert Kee
Greg Kelner
Don & Francie Kendal*
Sheryl Kennedy

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS
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Hans Kluge
Farah Kurji
Anita & Leon Lapidus
Dale Lawr*
Anne Layton
John Leavitt
Victoria Lee
Valentia Lee-Brotherton
Karen Leitner
Brad Lepp
Linda Lewis
Maureen Littlejohn
Oliver & Gillian Long*
Martha Loewen
Larry Lubin
Joanna Martin
John Martin & Sampa Bhadra
Linda Massey
Kelly McDonald  
	 & Greg Sigurdson*
Linda McGuire
Micheline McKay 
	 & Richard Comparey*
Mark McLean
Susan Moellers*
Dorothy Morari & James Mryglad*
Margaret & Gary Mousseau
Mary Jane Mossman  
	 & Brian Bucknall*
Steve Munro*
Paul Murphy*
Penny Noble
Brian O'Leary*
Jeremy Opolsky
Nancy Palk
Christine Pearce
Paul Pelletier
Stephen Phillips*
Diane Pitblado
Archie Platt
Harold Povilaitis*
Kerry Rittich
Sylvia Schmid
Catherine Seton
Phillip Silver
Glen Silvestri
Ryan Singh
Larry Smith*
Terry Smith
Patricia Stowe
Jill Strimas
Carol Strom

Carol Swindell
W. Michael Than*
Doug & Gail Todgham*
Cameron Turner
Karen Turner+
Stephen Uzielli  
	 & Robin Siegerman
Teresa Walsh
Gordon Waugh
John Wolf
Hersh Zeifman, In Memory of  
	 Nina Hope Wright
Marc Zwelling 

Soulpepper extends our special 
gratitude to members of our  
Soul Mates program, who donate 
monthly to support our artistic & 
educational programming. 

SOULPEPPER LEGACY CIRCLE
The following people have 
generously arranged bequests to 
Soulpepper:
Robin Cardozo
Roger Garland, C.M.
Ken Gingerich & Michael Oakes
Shira Hart
Anne Louise Layton
Claude Marchand
Jenny Tan
The Estate of 
	 Wuchien Michael Than
7 anonymous friends of 
Soulpepper

If you have any questions about 
your recognition or support, please 
contact us at 416-203-6264 x188 or 
development@soulpepper.ca

Individuals recognized for  
donations made between  
Jan 1 2024- Jan 1 2025 

 * Donors who have given to  
Soulpepper for 10+ consecutive years
 + Soulpepper staff and Artist donors

SOULPEPPER SUPPORTERS
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Prop Builders/Buyers, Scenic Artists & Painters employed by Soulpepper are represented by Local 828 of the International  
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees

Paolo Santalucia
Artistic Director

Gideon Arthurs 
Executive Director

Administration & Artistic  

Ece Aydin 
Executive Support and Project Lead

Tessa Bourchier  
Administrative Assistant

Luke Reece  
Associate Artistic Director

Joanna Falck  
Literary Associate

Frank Cox-O’Connell 
Slaight Family Director of Music

Producing

Jonathan Heppner  
Executive Producer

Robyn Hoja 
Producer

Meghan Froebelius 
Producer

Julia Carrano 
Associate Producer

Production

Patricia Vinluan  
Interim Senior Production Manager 

Maya Royer 
Production Manager

Leslie Hernandez 
Technical Director

Nicholas Beardsley 
Assistant Technical Director

Rhett Costin  
Assistant Technical Director

Mitchell Ayres  
Assistant Technical Director 
 
Alex Edwards 
Production Coordinator

Andy DeVries  
Head Carpenter

Lisa Nighswander  
Head of Properties 

Paul Boddum  
Head Scenic Artist 

Ellie Koffman  
Head of Wardrobe

Development

Anne Rawn  
Director of Development 

Ashley Zwick  
Officer, Philanthropy 

Anastasia Gordon  
Senior Officer, Foundations and 
Corporate Partnerships

Marketing

Lauren Naus  
Interim Director of  
Audience Development

Michael Barker  
Graphic Designer

Silvia Di Gregorio  
Creative Content Designer

Social Impact

Rohan Kulkarni  
Director of Social Impact

Jacqui Arntfield  
Public Programming Lead 
 
Maricris Rivera  
Education & Community Programs 
Coordinator

Finance 

Michelle Beveridge  
Director of Finance

Maria Larina 
Finance Manager

Nilsa Rivero  
Accounts Payable Coordinator

Rachel Shen 
Payroll Coordinator

Fang Tian 
Accounting Coordinator 

Soulpepper Founding Members

Martha Burns 
Susan Coyne 
Ted Dykstra 
Michael Hanrahan 
Stuart Hughes 
Diana Leblanc 
Diego Matamoros 
Nancy Palk 
Albert Schultz 
Robyn Stevan 
William Webster 
Joseph Ziegler

Soulpepper 
Board of Directors

Dana Lafarga (Chair)
Robin Cardozo
Beverley Flynn
Dave Friesema (Vice-Chair)
Roger Garland (Chair Emeritus)
Sonny Goldstein 
Sarika Gundu
Veni Iozzo
Judith John
Melissa Kennedy
Karey Lunau
Anil Mohan
Sanjay Nakra (Vice-Chair)
Maja Neable
Erik Reed
Aaron Sanderson
Cindy Tripp
Alan Walker
Yasmin Warsame

SOULPEPPER ADMINISTR ATION



All front of house staff – f loor captains, patron service representatives, baristas and ushers - working for the Young Centre for 
the Performing Arts are represented by Local B-173 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
 
House and Stage Technicians employed by the Young Centre for the Performing Arts are represented by Local 58 of the  
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees.

Patron Services

Karen Turner 
Director of Services & Operations

Matthew Costin 
Patron Services Manager 
 
Melanie Ferreira 
Café Manager 

Micah Bucholtz 
Operation Services Coordinator

Kenzie Delo  
Chloe MacPherson 
Duty Managers 
 
Adrian Chevalier  
Shayna Linds 
Peter Naccarato
Senior Patron Services 
Representatives

Adrian Chevalier 
Nicholas Eddie 
Shayna Linds 
Riley Kelk 
Peter Naccarato 
Pasanun Songsaeng 
Yohannes Taye 
Sarah Hotke 
Wilfred Storey 
Sabrina Gomes 
Patron Services Representatives

Ryan Bagley  
Sabrina Gomes 
Henry Oswald Peirson  
Sarah Hotke 
Peter Naccarato
Floor Captains

Ryan Bagley
Colleen Didur
Shaneill Floyd-Wlazlak
Jeffrey Johnston 
Riley Kelk 

Diane Kingstone 
Henry Oswald Peirson 
Pasanun Songsaeng 
Kale Dewitt
Sabrina Gomes
Jin Xu 
Laura Dae
Nikki Battiston
Ushers

Jessica Wasserman 
Senior Café Associate  
  
Kirk Escriba 
Enoch Franz 
Dev Mallick  
Abhijit Nair 
Yohannes Taye 
Yezhi Kuo 
Baristas

I.T.

Fernando Arriola 
I.T. Manager 

Sheila Kearney Miller 
Tessitura Administrator 

Andrew Ho 
I.T. Systems Administrator

Building Operations

Greg Poulin 
Manager of Building Operation  
& Production 
 
Cole Vincent 
Building Operator

Niamh Cunningham-Closs 
Building Supervisor

Technicians

Gunes Agduk  
Jason Shindle 
Dalton Villeneuve-Marini 
David Mallette 

Young Centre Board of Directors 
 
Robert Brouwer (Chair) 
Eileen De Courcy 
Lachlan MacQuarrie 
Michael Herrera 
Beverley Flynn 
Leslie Hernandez 
Alan Walker 

Thank You!

 
Thanks to our wonderful legion  
of Young Centre volunteers  
for their continued support!

Young Centre Facilities Funding: 

YOUNG CENTRE FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS ADMINISTR ATION



Staff

Mumbi Tindyebwa   
Artistic Director 

Michael Sinclair   
General Manager 

daniel jelani ellis   
Artistic Producer 

Cherise Solomon   
Marketing & Development Officer 

N atasha Mumba  
Associate  Artistic Director 
&  Company Dramaturg 

Lisa Cordington 
Playwrights Unit Facilitator 

Board

Beverley Thomas-Barnes   
Chair 

Walter Gibbons   
Treasurer 

Stacey Norton 
Secretary 

Ashima Chopra 
Director 

Kevin Hanchard 
Director 

Alistair Hepburn 
Director 

Renee Lafloret 
Director 

Jacqueline Spencer 
Director 

Sandy Thomas 
Director 

Lisa-Marie Williams 
Director 

Obsidian Donors

Rainbow Sheen ($2,500+) 
Jennifer Birmingham

Gold Sheen ($1,000–$2,499) 
SarahBay-Cheng 
Anthony Farrell 
Rose Janson 
Mary McDougall Maude

Silver Sheen ($500–$999)
Katherine Bishop 
Alistair Hepburn

Red Mahogany ($100–$499) 
Anierhe Abohweyere  
Brian Beagle  
Courtney Cardozo  
Julian Carswell  
Tracey Chin  
Lisa Cunningham  
Nancy Del Col  
Milos Dimitrijevic  
Sunny Drake  
Henri Fiks  
Brenda Darling & Ian Gilmour  
Kamala Jean Gopie  
Harriett Grant  
Bernnitta Hawkins  
Meredith Henry  
Claire Hopkinson  
J. Kent James  
Shawn Kerwin  
Renee Laforet  
Karen Laurence  
Tonya Lesaux  
Daniel Levinson  
Larry Lubin  
Joan McCordic  
Heather Ann McConnell  
Weyni Mengesha 
Natalie Morgan  
Stacey Norton  
Sabryn Rock  
Amanda Rosenthal  
Faye Schepmyer  

Denise Sum  
Marcus Tuttle  
Vladimir Urosevic  
Paula Wing

Black Glass (Up to $99) 
Lois Adamson 
Victoria Alves 
Emilie Aubin 
Ruby Bantock 
Madeleine Brown 
Behbeit Burrell 
Amanda Chew 
Flora Cirinna 
Anne Clarke 
Jacqueline Costa 
Barbara Fingerote 
Duncan Gibson-Lockhart 
Thalia Gonzalez 
William Hammond 
Suleka Ismail 
Pam Koch 
Victoria Laberge 
Tilman Lewis 
Amanda Lin 
Zachary Moull 
Neta Rose 
Cyrus Shewell 
Lily Sutherland 
Althea Wilmot

OBSIDIAN THE ATRE



 FUNDED BY
 THE CITY OF TORONTO

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

YOUNG, GIFTED AND BLACK SPONSORS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

SEASON  
SPONSOR

McLean-Smits  
Family Foundation

Jackman Foundation

OBSIDIAN THE ATRE COMPANY SUPPORTERS



NIGHT WOOD THE ATRE

Nightwood Team

Andrea Donaldson 
Artistic Director  

Naz Afsahi-LeBlanc 
Managing Director  

Ashley Elliott 
Administrator— 
Operations & Partnerships  

Gabrielle Milner 
Development Coordinator  

Marzieh Miri 
Head of Marketing & Outreach 

Sherman Tsang 
Digital Content Manager 

Pip Bradford 
Director of Facilities & 
Production, Nancy & Ed Jackman 
Performance Centre 

Intisar Awisse 
Program Director— 
Write From The Hip  

Chris Mustar 
 Financial Advisor,  
Young & Associates  

Jonathan Warren 
IT Support  

Faith McQueen 
Website Maintenance  

Founding Members 
Cynthia Grant 
Kim Renders 
Mary Vingoe 
Maureen White 

Board Of Directors

Jill Schoolenberg (Chair) 
Laura Pomeroy (Vice Chair) 
Paul Butler (Secretary) 
Shreya Lathia (Treasurer) 
Edina Cavalli 
Anthea Chan 
Devin Jarcaig 
Natasha Su-Lee Kinnear 
Janice Nathanson 
Tracy Nosdoly 

Donors

Champion ($10,000+) 
Ada W. Slaight Fund at the 
	 Toronto Foundation 
Dr. Barbara Moses 
Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 
	 Foundation
McLean Smits Family Foundation

Partner ($5,000-$10,000) 
Arts Etobicoke 
Bulmash-Siegel Foundation 
Kingfisher Foundation 
The Moez and Marissa  
	 Equity Fund 
Sylvia Chrominska Fund 

Collaborator ($1000-$5,000)
Anonymous 
Karon Bales 
Edina Cavalli 
Richard Chan 
Christine Doucet 
True North Grit Foundation 
Paul Butler and Chris Black 
	� Foundation at the Toronto 

Foundation
Patricia J. Fleming Fund at the 
	 Toronto Foundation 
Nathanson-Prussky Foundation 
Pat and Tony Adams 
	 Freedom Fund
Strombergs Family Fund 

Shira Hart 
Shelley Hobbs 
Devin Michelle Jarcaig 
Vanessa Morgan 
Janice Nathanson 
Jill Schoolenberg 
Priyanka Sheth 
Maria Zakos

Advocate ($500-$999) 
Andrea Adams 
Sherri Appell 
Paul Butler & Chris Black 
Laura Blumenfeld 
Chandler Buchanan 
Brennan Caldwell 
Max Cavalli 
Daniela Cerrone 
Anthea Chan 
Daniel Cook 
Joseph Cuyegkeng 
Susan Donaldson 
Ethan Edwards 
Michael Elliott 
Monica Esteves 
Lo Fine 
Rebecca Flynn 
Rona Ghanbari 
Kamala Jean Gopie 
James Hardy 
Melanie Herbin 
Astrid Janson 
Bennett Jensen 
Danny Kastner 
Raha Katib 
Stephanie Kay 
Karin Kazakevich 
Tamara Kirschner 
Fides Krucker 
Shreya Lathia 
Heidi LeBlanc 
Andrea Longworth 
Larry Lubin 
Kaja Marinic 
Clare Mauro 



NIGHT WOOD THE ATRE

Joe McGrade 
Khrystina McMillan 
Shayan Mehri 
David Mills 
Liz Moore 
Lessa Nosko 
Ed & Cindy Nowina 
Olivia Pomajba 
Tracy Pratt 
Allison Presse 
Emma Romano 
Richard Rose 
Tetiana Petrivna Sabitova 
Rohan Sajnani 
Heather Segal 
Maureen Simpson 
Sonja Smits 
Matthew Thomas 
John & Evangeline Thorpe 
Brennyn Watterton 
Jennifer Whincup 
Firth Whitwam 
Kya Williams 
Lucie Zhang

Friend ($250-$499) 
Danielle Bourgon 
Henry Brown 
Joan Cranston 
Shelley Elliott 
Karen Franklin 
Harriett Grant 
Curt Harnett 
Geoff Keating 
Natasha Kinnear 
H. Ian & Dorothy Macdonald 
Kate McNeece 
Nadia Miluc 
Susan Moellers 
Mags Moor 
Alexandra Moore 
Samantha Paisley 
Sarah Reppchen 
Catharine Shea 
Jennifer Stacey 
Elaine Stavro 
Victoria Steele 
Antonio Valle 
Victoria Winter

Ally ($25-$249) 
Nazgol Afsahi-LeBlanc 
Lauren Allen 
Sami Anguaya 

Amanda Attrell 
Charles Beall 
Avery Bruenjes 
Margaret Bryce 
Naomi Campbell 
Victoria Caves 
Bruce Chown 
Viviana Comensoli 
Terez Czapp 
John Dalrymple 
BJ Danylchuk 
Lia de Groot 
Deborah Dilworth 
Marianne Douglas 
Julia Fiddes 
Barbara Fingerote 
Patricia Fleming 
Azita Gerami & Ahmad Afsahi 
Catherine Gordon 
Cynthia Grant 
Richard Greenblatt 
Eva Ing 
Bethe Jarcaig 
Barbara Jensen 
Sonia Jog 
Teiya Kasahara 
Cecil King 
Geoff Kolomayz 
Julie Kong 
Christopher Lapinig 
Corinne Leon 
Jeanne LeSage 
Jaime Martino 
Greg Miller 
Mary Milne 
David Morland 
Lorna Niebergall 
Penny Noble 
Eleanor O’Connor 
Mary Oko 
Breanne Oryschak 
Eniko Oszlai 
Pardis Pakshir 
Colleen Pollreis 
Banuta Rubess 
Marsha Sfeir 
Laurence & Judy Siegel 
Neal Smitheman 
Danika So 
Darryl Stratton 
Delaine Tiniakos-Doran 
Tetiana Trokoz 
Diana Tso 

Frank Vivacqua 
Jonathan Warren 
Jennifer Wilson 
Anthea Windsor 
Elaine Wong 
Hersh Zeifman 
Joyce Zemans

Lawyer Show 2025 Sponsors

FCT, Bales Beall LLP, Mather’s 
McHenry & Co., McCarthy 
Tetrault, Tory’s LLP, Shibley 
Righton LLP, Mills & Mills LLP, 
Epstein Cole LLP, Marchetti 
Family Law & Mediation, Alex 
Fine Cleaners, KDB Law, Carters, 
Babin Bessner Spry, CIBC, IATSE 
Local

Lawyer Show 2025  
Silent Auction Donors

A Slice of Heaven Bakery, AFC 
Toronto, Alex Dry Cleaners, 
Antonio’s Tailor Shop, Anu Raina, 
Armani, Avec Plaisir, Bangarang 
Bar, Bar Ardo, Cafe Zuzu, Carol 
Mark, CNE, Comedy Bar, Craft 
Beer Market, Cristall Opticians, 
Dean Davidson, F45 – Yorkville 
& Midtown, Float Toronto, Fun 
With Music Together, Great Lakes 
Beer, Grower’s Flowers, HSG Furs, 
Inner Muse, Iskin Sisters, Jump 
for Joy, Kula Annex, Little Rebels 
Music, Loft Nails,  Massey Hall 
and Roy Thompson Hall, Melanie 
Gordon Photography, Milli, 
Mirvish, Mosaic Yoga, Musical 
Stage Co, Nahid’s Spa, Niagara 
College Canada, Nicolas, The Old 
Spaghetti Factory, Options for 
Her, Osteria Giulia, Palm Health, 
Pretty Sweet, QQEast Financial 
Solutions, Reid’s Distillery, SIR 
Corp, Sisley, Society Clubhouse, 
Soulpepper Theatre, Ste Marg 
Scot, Stelvio, Stratford Festival, 
Sun Life, Tarragon Theatre, 
Textile Museum of Canada, The 
Tox, Tony Dry Cleaners, Top 
Nails Spa, Toronto Football Club, 
Toronto Sceptres, V Hazelton, Via 
Cavour, Young W 



 FUNDED BY
 THE CITY OF TORONTO

FOUNDATION SUPPORT

CORPORATE SUPPORT

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

NIGHT WOOD T HE AT RE SUPPORT ER S

Ada W. Slaight Fund at the Toronto Foundation
The Nathanson-Prussky Foundation
Nancy’s Very Own Foundation
Patricia J. Fleming Fund at the Toronto Foundation 
The Paul Butler and Chris Black Foundation at the Toronto Foundation 
The Shum Vourkoutiotis Fund at the Toronto Foundation
Strombergs Family Fund
Sylvia Chrominska Fund 
Ray Ferris Springboard Fund
True North Grit Charitable Foundation



ART OPENS MINDS.
Proud to support the storytellers who open our minds, 
inspiring us all to think bigger, together. That’s Enriched Thinking.®
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The artists and staff of Soulpepper, Obsidian, and Nightwood acknowledge the 
original caretakers and storytellers of this land—the Mississaugas of the Credit,  
the Haudenosaunee, the Anishinaabe, and the Wendat First Nations. In recognition 
of the caretakers of this land, Soulpepper has made a donation to Anishnawbe Health 
Foundation to support their services for Indigenous Peoples in Toronto. If you’d like  
to join us in supporting this organization, please scan the following QR code: 

Pictured: Khadijah Roberts-Abdullah, Photo by Dahlia Katz. 


